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Take, then, A Susyject, proper to ExPOUND. 
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T was whimfically enough ob- 

ferved by a Gentleman who fre- 
> quents a Coffee-Houfe near one 
of our Theatres, in Coveut-Gar- 
den, That a Map Play, wrote 
by a Map Poet, could only be 
revived bya Map Manager, to 

introduce 2 Map 4éfor to a 

Map Towz. I endeavoured to clear the dor 
from the Imputation of Madnefs, becaufe he was 
under a Necefflity of appearing fo, without which 
judicious putting on of Madne/s, he would really 
have been as cooLy Map, as the Temperate Lear, 
mentioned in a former Paper; but I found I had to 
do with a Mad Man, who did not know what it 
was to give up an Opinion he had once imbibed, 
and therefore left him to his own Thoughts. 

THERE is nothing that fets a Manager’s Judg- 
ment fo much to Var. as his Choice in the Re- 
vival of Old, or bringing on of New Plays—For 
we either difcover his Taffe of Plays in general by 
the New, or his Opinion of fome particular Actor, 
by the Q/d, whom he intends to prefent, with Ad- 
vantage, to the Town. 

Ir a Manager has been known to fpeak well of 
a Play, before its coming on, which, in the Repre- 
fentation, falls fhort of the Opinion he had conceived 
of it, an Audience will naturally conclude his Judg- 
ment does not rife fo high as to kzow a good Play. 
And fhould the Actor fail of drawing the Town 
after him, tho’ he aéfs up to the Roll given him, 
(as we have had a late Inftance) it will fall again 
heavy on the Judgment of the Manager, .who fhould 
have known, that the moft perfect Repreientation 
Of a Charatter, from Beginning to End quite out of 
Nature, can never afford Entertainment to Perfons 
who conceive Paffions and Difireff2s according to 
Truth in Nature, or Probability in Life. The pru- 
dent Manager therefore fhould be extremely cautious 
in thefe Refpects; for a Town that once forms to 
itfelf an Opinion, is not eafily brought to give it up, 
however unjuftly conceived. 

THE particular Part of Alexander's Life, which 





conttitutes the Fable of this Play, is very #/-chofen, 


(but that is the Poet’s Fault) — for what is the Au- 
ditor to conceive of the Theatritk Alexander ? That 
he-was vaiu-glorious, and amorous, but_wryjufc in his 
Amours ; ridiculoufly [ubrviffive to one Mittrefs, and 
ill-naturedly haughty to another; that he was de- 
bauched, and effeminate, and, in his drake, or cho- 


- 


lerick Fits, dangerous to his trueft Friends, one of 
whom he condemned to be devoured by a Lyon, and 
the oiner killed with his own Hand; after which 
he was poi/oned himfelf, and died raving Mad. What 
Moral from all this ? 

VAIN-GLORY is a very proper Vice to correct, 
both in Prince and Private Man ;. but that particular 
Species of fancying One’s felf defcended from Fove, 
can convey no Inftruction to any one fingle Audi» 
tor, not even to an Audience, (if fluich a thing could 
be) compofed of Crowned Heads, at this Time of 
Day, when a Prince would be thought fit for 
Bedlam who would trace his Birth from any but a 
Mortal Father: And, as to the other Inftances of 
his VAIN-GLORY, his Rhodomontades about the 
Granick Flood, the Town-Walls he fcaled alone, and 
the Army (as Old Clitus tells him) he beat fingly ; 
thefe are proper for the Reproof of Comedy, and are 
much better in the Mouth of a Thrafo, a Captain 
Matamore, or an Exglhf{b Noll Bluff. 

As to the amorous Part of his Character, there is 
fuch a Vein of Senfwality runs both through him 
and his two Ladies, that, (however Love may be 
proper for Tragedy, if rightly managed) it would 
be INDECENT to pity any of the Three for their 
feveral Portions of Mifery, refulting from their re- 
{fpective amorous Difappointments; and tho’ from 
‘Tradition, young Girls have been accuftomed to 
the Names of Roxava and Statira, Lobferved, with 
Pleafure, in the Countenances of the Fair and Young 
Part of the Audience, an Impreflion of Difguft at 
the Warmth of the Defcriptions of the Rival Queens, 
whe feemed, like Fig’s Champions, to mount the 
Stage, in order to have a fair Trial of Skill, who 
could beft defcribe the aétual Chamber Feats of the 
Hero, in the LEwpestT Manner— And I muft do 
Juftice to the fair Combatants, that, from the ftricteft 
Examination which I could make, it feemed to be 
a drawn Battle; for I took Notice, his cuRLING 
round Statira, and TOUCHING her like a God, 
created aS CRIMSON @ Blu/>, as his MOULDING 
with his Hands Roxaza’s rich GLOBEs. 

DEBAUCHERY and Effeminacy ina Prince, as well 
as Drunkenne/s and Choler, may be allowed proper 
Objeéts for Reproof; but then Poetical Juftice re- 
guires a Character drawn with thofe Vices fhould be 
punifhed tor them: Fulius Cefar is reprefented as 
ambitious, and an Enjflaver of his Country — but he 
is punifhed with Death for being fo. Alexander is 
poiioned! Why? Not for being debauched or effes 
thinate, 











- Occafions to do it, he 


winate, drunken, or cholerick, but becaufe another 


“etivied hisGreatuefs, and wanted to make Room for 


himéelf. | 
In fhort, the Fable is ill-chofen, ang worfe con~ 
duéted —and, if Alexander mutt be a Tragick Hero, 
I would advife the next Poet who fhall fet about ir, 
to confult Hiftory, in that Part of his Life that takes 
in the Fates of Porus, or Darius. 
_ In Juftice, however, to the Actor, it muft be 
confeffed, that he has {hewn fimce a Capacity to touch 
IN NaTurRE, attd that, if his Ears are not deaf to 
Reproof, when given with a View of doing Good, 
a Correction of fome few Errors, which may be 
entered upon in the Courfe of this Paper, would, 
like ‘Laseworing too luxuriant a'Tree, enrich the Fruit. 


I sHALL now take a curfory View of a Comedy 
revived at the other Theatre. 

THE Double Dealer, like all Congreve’s Plays, 
abounds in Wit: It has, befides, the Advantage of 
a Plot, which, tho’ very itricate, is not in the leaft 
confufed, and is conducted in fo mafterly a Manner, 
that it zhickens naturally from the Circumftances in 
which the Characters of the Drama are placed, and 
is unravelled by the fame gg OCT of pro- 
bable and expeéted Incidents. Each Light Character 
has likewife a pleafing Vein of Humour running 
through it, ftrongly diftinguifbed, yet theatrically 


@LAYING into each other. 


NeEvERTHELEss, with all this Merit, the Play is 
fundamentally bad, becaufe its Fable, like that of 
‘Alexander, is ill-chofon , anda Play, where the Fable 
is ill-chofen, can never be good. 

Tue principal Character, that of Maskwell, or 
the Double Dealer, is out of the Province of Co- 
medy: No Vice cari be introduced: there, that does 
not refult from fome Paffion—~ A cold, deliberate, 
thinking Villain, that preponderates every Stroke, and 
confults his Underftanding, how beff to perpetrate it, 
and laughs at the very Notion of Virtue, is only to 
be corrected by TyBURN.— Maskwell is the moft 
confummate Villain that can be painted, without one 
fingle Paffion that might foften his original Detor- 
mity. ~~ “ He is kept by bis Patron’s Wife, whom he 
“ Joves not— Not content with receiving, each Day, 
“ frefh Proofs of bis increafing Friendfhip, and aggra- 
& ‘yating bis Villainy by frefh. Wrongs, in Proportion 
45 his Patron’s Confidence in him adminifters fre/b 
is under-hand at work to 
“ make him difinherit his Nephew, (who is his Bofom- 
“ Friend, and by whom he is employed, as a trufty 
“ Avent, for very contrary Purpofes) and fettle’ his 
« Eftate upon him, with his Niece, whom his Friend 
icin love with. — He fticks at nothing, and is fo 
“ bafe-principled, that the very Woman that main- 
tains him is not only deceived ix ber Turn, but by 
him who was privy to ber Paffion for her Husband's 
“ Nephew (a fine Character for Comedy, by the bye, 
< shat of a Woman who wrongs her Husband avith 
“ one ast at the fame time that fhe is in love aith 
“ another,) put upon endeavouring to gratify that 
“ Pajfion, and, in cafe of Difappointment, prefented 
« with a Dagger to MURTHER him!” In fhort 
thefe two Characters are fo deformed and diabolical, 


the lighter Characters fo ob/cene, that Comedy blufhes 
to have received, with a Stain not to be ewafhed out 


To 


and the Whole fuch a Complication of Villainy, i) 


a mortal Stab from one of her favourite Sons. 


fum up the Contents of the principal Chara@ters—. 
in a few Words— 

In Maskwell we have, (befides his Pronenefs to 
Murther) Adultery, Ingratitude to his Patron 
Treachery to his Bofom-Friend, Deceit to the Wo 
man who (in the Grofsnefs of his Ideas) keeps him 
and to the young Lady whom he propofes to 
marry; —- with (not a bare Want, but) an argu- 
mented Rejection of all the Principles of common 
Honour and Honefty, as well as Humanity. 

In Lady Touchwood, (but in her Vice is. made an 
Effect of ftrong Paffions) the fame murtherous Dit. 
polition, together with the adfual Commiffion of Adzl- 
tery with one Man through Intemperance, and 4 
ftrong Defire to commit it with another, through 
(what fhe calls) Love. , 

Or Four Ladies in the Drama, Two more treat 
the Audience with Adultery; but their Characters are 
fo drawn, that their Adu/tery feems lefs than Simple 
Forzicatioz in another, not being of Weight enough 
to give any of their Actions the Stamp of Virtue Or 
Vice. But there may be fome Alleviation to their 
Cafe, for the Poet claims a Right of Prefcription in 
behalf of Cuckoldom, where-ever he introduces a 
Coxcomb, a Fool, or an Old Man, Married. 

Wuart then could juftify the Revival of this Co- 
medy? Nothing critically or morally. . What apo- 
logize for it? ‘The infinite Humour that fhoots, like 
a Porcupine’s Quills, from every Part of every one 
of the Comick Characters! Lord and Lady Froth, Sir 
Paul Plyant and his Lady, together with Mr. Brisk 
are Characters (abftracted from their moral and ob- 
Scene Failings) fuch as C8medy derives, with Beauty 
and Propriety, its greateft Power of Pleafing from. 
In favour therefore of the TRULY Comick Genius 
of the Play, we'll fuppofe the Manager that revived 
it rather weighing in his Judgment, whether the Bad 
might not be tolerated on account of the Good, than 
ignorant of the Bad, and led into the Miftake of 
Reviving it, from the Approbation given too com- 
monly to Joofe and immoral Scenes by the Generality 
of Audiences, when heightened by Wit, Humour, or 
Aftion. | 

THE Word therefore to be given him, is, hence- 
forward not to eb on Vicious Charadéers becaufe 
they may be indulged by the Corruption of the Times, 
but to reform the Corruption of the Times by Scenes 
adapted to that Purpofe. Now the Stage is not to 

unifh fuch Vices as are cognizable by Courfe of 

aw, and pumitively terminable at Tyburn: Poetical 

Juftice extends only to fuch as the Law cannot lay 

hold off, fuch as are to be tried in Foro Con- 

SCIEENTIA, where the Delinquent, being ftrongly 

touched by aRefemblance of Himfelf, may amend. 
r. 
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